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Newsletter 1 of term 1, 2026

From the Principal’s Desk

| would like to take this opportunity to welcome all our new parents and learners to the Irene Primary
School family. Our first day back was an absolute joy. Thank you to all our parents for your patience,
consideration, and cooperation. We got through our first day back at school with ease and a sense of
calm. As we embark on this school year, | trust that our school community will be supportive and that
our working together will result in an awesome 2026!

| also want to encourage parents to stay connected with their child’s teacher and to communicate any
concerns via the school diary or by emailing the class/subject teacher.

In 2026, Irene Primary School proudly celebrates 125 years of excellence, growth, and community.
This remarkable milestone reflects generations of learners, parents, educators, and supporters who
have shaped our school into what it is today.

To mark this historic occasion, we are planning a series of celebratory events and commemorative
projects that will honour our rich heritage while investing in the future of our learners. To make these
celebrations truly special, we kindly invite our parent community to support us through sponsorships
and donations.

Your support—whether big or small—will help us:
¢ Host memorable anniversary events
e Create lasting commemorative items
e« Enhance school facilities and learner experiences

We thank you sincerely for your continued commitment to Irene Primary School and for being part of our
125-year journey of excellence. Should you require further information or wish to discuss sponsorship
options, please do not hesitate to contact Percy at: communications@ireneprimary.co.za
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SGB News:

On behalf of the school management and staff, we would like to thank our outgoing SGB Parent members,
Mrs. Tumelo Zwane, Mr. Jan Pretorius and Mrs. Abrie Pretorius, whose term of office has come to an end
due to their children moving on to high school for Grade 8 in 2026. We would like
\\KWW to extend our heartful thanks to them for their dedication, commitment and service
THANKS i to the school. Their contribution has been valuable and we are sincerely grateful!
FOR THE

TEAMWORK! Due to the vacancies which now exist on the SGB, please take note of the By-
2 Elections which will take place on 12" March 2026 (Notice has been emailed to all
k& parents).

e Valentine's Week (Fundraising) 09 — 13
February 2026.

o Valentine’s Civvies Day — 13 February 2026.
Pay R5.00 to your class teacher.

e Meet & Greet Picnic — 13 February 2026.

e WORLD READ ALOUD DAY - 04 February
2026.

e SGB By-Election — 12 March 2026

Thank you for attending the very important Parents’ information meetings which were held recently.
Please take note of the following important announcements:

e The school gates open at 07:00 in the morning. All gates are locked at 15:30. | urge all parents
to make the necessary transport arrangements to ensure that their child arrives on time for
school and is collected on time in the afternoons.

o Please ensure that the transport you use for your child to get to school is vetted and that your
child is strapped in safely. Many transport operators do not comply with the legal requirements
for transporting learners. Please be aware of this!

. Lost property: Currently under revamp. Watch the space!!!
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which will run from 09/02/2026-
13/02/2026. Various items will be
+ on sale from only R5.00 to

R30.00.
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V HAPPY WORLD'  § I/ BRINGYGUR PICNIC BASKET, FOOD,
2 PICNIC BLANKET/ CAMPINGCHAIRS!
Read Aloud ey

‘ | THE FUN STARTS AT 17:30 PM AT IRENE PRIMARY O
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"The more that you read, the more things you will know. The
more that you learn, the more places you'll go.”
Let's celebrate the magic of reading and the power of
knowledge.
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WhatsApp Grade group links: All parents are urged to join their child’s
grade group via WhatsApp. Important messages are communicated via
this platform. Please be respectful on these communication channels.

Grade R WhatsApp Group
https://chat.whatsapp.com/FSFpGUEYVNTL3iAI9RwszX
Grade 1 WhatsApp Group
https://chat.whatsapp.com/DVtBBsDVbqq5T2eKLfsvET
Grade 2 WhatsApp Group
https://chat.whatsapp.com/DJ7VtUrssgS8S6FzvNS56I
Grade 3 WhatsApp Group
https://chat.whatsapp.com/CMmEVYsO9aDI9WXSOZSVRSI
Grade 4 WhatsApp Group
https://chat.whatsapp.com/FciM80zvGn9BtA6mXB6vXP
Grade 5 WhatsApp Group
https://chat.whatsapp.com/Dzrg89TMUQLLouCzDxiDTW
Grade 6 WhatsApp Group
https://chat.whatsapp.com/EwlsO1ISNNnOOhN4pageNTM
Grade 7 WhatsApp Group
https://chat.whatsapp.com/HXW4vQvuBID3IcKnF602EA
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Photo Release:

IPS may take photographs of the learners at our school. We use these images as part of our marketing
and communication strategy. We will also use them on our digital platforms. If we use photographs of
individual learners, we will not use the name of that child in the accompanying text or photo caption
unless it is to announce an achievement.

IPS may also sometimes be visited by the media, who will take photographs or film footage of school
events. Learners may be featured in these images, which may be published in local or national
newspapers or on approved websites.

We request permission to publish the images in print and/or electronically for any school-related content.
Should you not grant permission, kindly send us an email stating that your child/children’s images
may not be used. Please include your child’s full name and class. Contact:
communications@ireneprimary.co.za.

[.P.S Communication platforms

We encourage parents to utilise all available communication platforms to stay engaged with the school.
These include the learner diaries, d6 communicator, social media (Facebook and WhatsApp) and
website (https://www.ireneprimary.co.za/). Please note that the email addresses of class teachers are
available under the contacts tab on d6. Alternatively, any communication-related queries can be
directed to:communications@ireneprimary.co.za

Link your MySchool MyVillage MyPlanet
and Builders cards!
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MAKE EVERY SWIPE COUNT!

SWIPE either
linked card
in store or

online.
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